


110RLD FAMOOS Phone: ELGar 2222 
FOR OLD BOYS BO(l{S Cables : SUPmB USED I LON!Xli. 

BILL MARTIN C.ISH WITH ORDIB 
POSrAGE EX'l'IU. 

22 !IILI.8IDE : LONDO:!, N .1>'. 10 

Bound Volume ~ets . Mint Bound Volume of Ge:ns . 1930 
condition, containing numbers vintage - 26 oopies. !lint 
1481 - 1526. 47 copies. condition . Numbers 1142 - 1167 

Price ill 10 0 Price £5 0 0 

Bound Volume Union Jacks . 26 Bound Volume of UniOll Jack s 
oopies, mint condition. 1446 - 26 copies , miLt condi ticn . 1928 
1931 vintae,, . vintag e . 1264 - 1289. 

Price 0 13 6 Price £4 4 0 

Bound Volme Published by Bound Volme Marv~l :rzoL112. 
Hutchinsons 1934 - 1178 pages, 44 numbers, mint oondition. 
A Cen1ury of Cl'eepy Storie s. Unfortunately no oovers. 

£1 10 0 C2. 4 0 

P!!!!.lr P<roulars "Green Un's" Magnets - 50 copies , all differen 
1914 vintage. 36/ - 12 copies . between 1500/1677. 75/ - . 

t 

This month's !!)Ber Bundle The following are sll Vol. 1, 
oon~ i<J.. 1d. Marvels. -!,i. number 1. Pictorial 1'.agazine 
Plucks, Detective Veeklies, Uninn 1899 21/- ; Black and llhi te 20/ - ; 
J acks, Early Comics, Wizarda , Girls Companion 15/-; The Peruiy 
Modern Wonders. 100 copies. Pictorial 21/-; School.8irls 

Prico £5 10 0 Own 42/- ; Children's Newspaper 
2o/-; The Windsor Magazine o/._-; 

Scarce B.F1L. Detective ·NiEJ1er by Fraem<nts 20/-; The Pilot 15 -; 
Maxwell Soott. YJI- ill Sports 21/-; Girl•~ Cinema 

25/- ; Eve' s Oll!l 15/-; Polly's 
The Black House. Detective B.F .L. Paper 1 s/-; Cbeerio 15/-; 
story by Maxwell Scott. '<0/- Scoops 42/-, 

BOUlld volume of The Champion, 
C.ASH VIm ORDm 1913, 351 pages. This contains 

Vol. 1, Number 1. 35/- FOOTAGE EXTR.I. 
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DIGEST-
Price 1 s . 6d. 

HANDS ACRCSS 'l'!iE SEA. A most interesting l eafl et displaying photos 
of some 6f our Canadian and ..\cerican ctnmis, accompanies this issu o of 
th e C.D. It is the work of that real live wire John P, Dara of Van
couver , and entirely at his own expense , You will agree that it was 
very generous of him, and a jo lly good idea. Jwm has asked me to 
thank publicly Ray Hopkins, Tex Rickard , JU!lDJ¥ Iraldi , Bernnrd Thorne 
and all the other s who helped by supplying photographs and information , 

Incidentally, Bob \lhi t er used the the sSICe photo of Bill Gander 
when he did the cover for the Annual , A glance at the sketch ond the 
photo certainly proves that Bob did ma.lee an excellent job of it , 

* • * • 
AN mTERTAWJNG AFI'rnNOOJI. The ot her day I paid one of my now 
infrequent ( thanks to the C.D.) visits to a cinema. The film. was 
"Hano Bofore Dark" in .nich Dan O' Herlihy plays opposite J ean Sim:nons. 
Seeing Dan i s one of our meobars (you all know of his interest in 
Magnets am G«Ds), it was of special interest and I thorouehlY enjoyed 
the over two hours it to ok to run . For, apart from the prominent part 
Dan has 1i t 1 s a most interesting film , I advise you to see it if you 
can . 

* • • • 
THE ANNUAL. Since last month I have had letters from one or two 
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collectors who were of ttie opinion t hat r ather too n:uch space was 
devot ed to th e Bamilt,m papers. Fair enough , fo r they ar e entitled to 
th eir opinion. But the answer , of course , i s in ttie "Coll ecto rs Who's 
Who" . I trmb l e 11:l think how many lettel!! of protest I should receive 
if I mde l!lllCh cutting down of t he llanilton sec t ion. 

· As fo r the subs , out standing , my appe al l as t C1onth brought some 
response but not as much as I bad hoped for. Ccxne on you fellows to 
,mom it applies , and thus help t o r educe the entities of 

Yours sincerely, 

HERBERT .LECKllIBY 

1•UUNIUIJUAIIMIIIUlllllUIINIIIIIIUll UIUIIJIIUICl•IIIIN UIUUHIINI 

W!,NTED certain Magnets, Boys Friend 3d. Libl'llcy No. 319 and Picture 
~o. 1. YOUR prices peid . Send lists t c 
D!VID STACEY, WICKFCiID, ESSEX. 

MY INFmIOR COPY .AllD SIX OTIDllS IBOM A RANGE lll!IC!l INCWDES, INTER 
ALIA, MCBr !M!BERS 612/776 AND 1299/1 )24 OR YOUR PRICE FOR AtlY ctlE OF 
TilE FOLLOVIllG MAGNETS Ill GOCJD CCMlITION:- 447, 540 , 553, 882, 1046, 
1047, 100<), 1092 , 1117, 1162, 1175, 1179, 1180, 1191, 1194, 1096, & FO!J'R 
CYfdERS FOR ANY ctlE OF '!'!IE FOLL-OWING IN GOOD CONDITION:- 1201 , 1202, 
1219, 1223 , 1229, 1233, 1234, 1244, 1259, 1272, 1273, JJ1lO Kml TO BUY 
BOUND VOUl!'!ES OF MAGIIE1'S l ooo/1300 AND EARLY G™3. INTllUSTED TOO IN 
CIRTAlN ST. JIM'S s . O.Ls. PLEASE WRITE ilRl!AIL. 
CF.AR.LES VAll RDlffl, BOX 50, UlffllHAGE, SOUl'll Affi!CA, 

.!!!1ITm - "Boys l'.agazi..oos" - numbers 332 to 334, 340 to 350, 358 to 
361, 365 to 388. 
SALE - "Collectors Diges t s " - most numbers fl'(llll 46 onwards . 1/ - each . 
V. DARWIN, 76 WESTERN ROAD, EAST DmE, ROIEERJIDl, YORKSIJIRE, 

HAGNETS llANTID - 450, 517, 520, 526, 533, 539 , 648, 651. 74~773, 
800-alS , 920, 921, 933, 952-4 , 991, 1037 , 1142, 1191. 
6/- each offered for any of the above plus postage . Write: 
LOF!'S, 56 SllmINGHAH HOOSE, LONDctl I II. W. 1. 

WANTED URGmLY - Billy Bunter • s Postal Order - offers up t o ten 
shillings. S<nd t o: 
J . ClIDIB»u.AIN, 2 BRATEVAY ROAD, SOUTHFIELDS, S. ll .18 . 

SCHOOLBOYS OVll LIBRARIES. S .A.E. LIST. BOIJllD ALDINE DRAHA!l'IC TALES 
from No. 6 . OFFmS. 44 BLEAXHILL ROAD, ST. lllllN •s, LANCS. 



Conduotecl. by JcmYt!INE PACK!IAN 
?1 Archdal e Road, East Dulvich , London, S.E 1 22, 

This is a crucial time for we Bl.eke lovers, His fate now hangs 
in the balance , and 1 t is up to eveI;" reader of Bleld.ana to do his or 
her share to see that he does not die, I therefore ask each ar.d every 
one of you to rally round and buy the i ssues of the S,B , Library - not 
onlY fer yourself but extra copies for a frierd, l;n this we:; we oen, 
collectively , not ~ do our bit in tenns of ' circulation f~es' but 
als o express to Hr . 1i. Howard Baker, the Edit.or ( who has worked so bard 
to keep Blake alive) , our appreoiation for th e way in which he has 
endesvoured to please 't he old brigade' • Re!oomber, it is up to every 
one of you; so ple ase do :your bit i s the earnsst request of your 
conductress 

JOSIEP~ ........... 
THE HANm OF TOO! 

By Elizabeth (Bette } J , Pate 

P.lll'I' 'OOlEE 

Nov the tempo of existence has changed into the swift ruah of 
jets , th e maelstrom of the hydrogen bomb - oountri.es once far distont 
axe now close neighbours by re ason of the wonder of aeronau tics and 
the bondage of n comnon fear in this brave new world . 

The hour hand moves svi!tly round th e face of time but the slow 
ol d pandulum is heavy , archaic, in this age of devastating speed , 

In the past, experience has been synonymous with age but now the 
accent everywhere is cllan8ed and ve fill! the business executives , 
scientists, service personnel sll younger men, who find thsir spociali sed 
lmowl edge fits than for positions hald in former years by venerable r;rey 
beards , who bad qualified for thei r posi ti.ons in most cases by reason of 
age or years of service , 

Attuned to the tanpo of the times we find th at the metamorphosis 
in Sexton Blake has been sudden and startling, .la t he pendulum has 
swung sharply forward je t-propelled in this year of grace, 1956, we find 
that th e modem Blake , to balance this , has stE!{>ped backwards in age to 
be r ejuvenated, Younger in years (end in heart) he is very IIIUOh the gey 
cavalier of the New Elizabethan Age and ve find th o accent placed now on 
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action . Of course , Blake , unlike his early contempor,uy, Sherlock 

Holmes, has always been priJnarilf a man of aotion and secondly a 

t hinlrer . His energy has al ways been JIIOre importan t - md rightly -

to theorising from trifles - now bowoverthere is time only for swift , 

breathtaking act ion . 
No l onger does he transaot his business in t he quiet dignity of 

his Baker Stree t fiat - in a chromium plated , coldly efficien t office 

he has now becoD> "Sextai Blake InvestigatiOllB " of Berksley Square, 

vi th Edvard Carte r , th e quondam Tinke r, as his chief operati ve , and a 

bloode secre ta?y , Miss Pwla Dane, generously endowed by Nature , as 

his main associate. Blake first met Pw.la ,men he saved her l:il'e 

whilst investigating the De Courcy case , md attrocted by her blonde 

l ovelineas and personal courage offered her a place in his employ. 

Rather a nice , unobstrusive character , i s Blake ' s receptionist , l!arion 

Ieng . "eed about twenty she isal.ita , dark haired with doe-like eyes and 

a deep abidill8 l oyal ty for her excit:ina' <Dployer . She shares the 

outer offic e with a rather interesting m1ddllHl89Ci typist , Miss Pringle , 

with l<han Blake shared sec,:e t service work in th e war yssrs (at ti mes 

Miss Pringle sounds like a rejuvmated Ill's . Bardell as she worries over 

th e det ective in his hazardous undertakings) . 
Vi th the eccent on youth and action rather thsn experience and 

intellect Blake has changed fiom the ~ied man of logic and 

scien ce to a virile edventurer who m lv ea his problems pcysically 

rather than mentally . .ls alwa.ys, he is still the gentleman but it 

llllSt be admitted tha t he 1s a lot JIIOre aware of the ladie s nov than 

ever before. 
Also we find that his relatio nship with Tinke r has undergone a 

startl:ina' change - the twenty years between has shrunk considerably 

and whilst Bla<e has grown ;younger Tinker has grown old er . In place 

of the fomer warm CBJll8r8derie of their older/yOUtl(!;Or brother relation

ship we have the lllOdem, casual , businesslike partnership - brittle and 

rather cold vi th little depth of feel:ina' . They ere very much business 

partners, running a ... chine-like organisation vi th little time for old .: 

fashioned <Dotions . 
Naturall,Y Blake has cru!ll8ed ph..vsioally snd as Jmes Stagg paints 

his portrait in ".lss~t in Beirut " we see him very clearly : •ee 

is tall , eomething over six feet and th e width of his shoulders had 

noth:ina' to do with the ability of his tailo r. His face was long , 

t hin and intel.J.i8ent whilst his grey eyes were Se8tlan 1s 'IYBS , clear and 

focussed clearly into the wey ahead - dir ect and unwavering . Dark hair 

(brushed back from a high forehead) came down in a "V" and was relieved 
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by one or tvo early mica , sod set o!f the 18811 tanned face that bad 

not one ounce of w.perflllOWI flesh . J.t his temples the darkness o! 

his hllir was flecked with iroo grey.• 
As always he walks easily SM vith athletic grace , but the e,ld 

fl!Diliar tveeds have given va:f to the doubl&-breasted bu81ness suit in 

charcoal grey , vhi te eh1rt and a pattamed tie in silk.foulard - he 

carries a curly-brim-1 grey homburg . 

He has a trade mark nov - gon• are the old fem:i.liar pipe SM 

stai.'led red dre88i.ug gown vi tbout which no stage vas set a t Baker 

Stroot for the man of thought • • , , • , these props fairly reeked of -.e 

old era. Nov his hallmarlc is hooked satanic eyebro,m, preSUl!lBbly 

beceuse they give his face a rakish , devil~ appoorance -..hich 

sets the pattem for this very codem detective . 
No 1'"'€8r is Blake •persons grsta • vi th Scotland Yard. On the 

contrary , re lations are very strained end he is very llltldl jus t ~ 

pri vate detective instead of ~ pri vate detective of former deys . 

Certa.ln Yn?d a:oo of course are still friendly , bat officially 

connections between Blake and the Yard are almost non-exist<llt . ••• 

per haps in the past some writers havo sbo>ln the detect1V9 ' s gmius 

at th o expense of the official ID8ll end it is a good t hing to see this 

in its righ t perspec tive, but not so drastically expr esood as here . 

The fs:nous Rolls-Royce , the Grey Pant her , has been replaoed by a 

Bentley - pre...-b ly core in keeping vith this jet age •••• sombo v the 

Rella does conjul,9 up another era ! 
J.t first after Paula Dane joined vith Blake , F.dvard Carter, 

rel egated to the Records Jlepar1ment, took very little active part in 

the detect i ve ' s cases end tho detective with his blomo secretary 

becane the nev te81!1, J.nd the character of .Edvard Carter , at tbes 

lack:l.nc in depth appearod as a shadow of the et'lldi te , personab le 

young llllln of former da,ys - he had gro1111 older certainly but bad b&

come a more shadavy end col ourless personality , seldom allowed to 
appear an t he S08le . 

But perhaps you are asking - vhat of Bloke of todey , lJ> ~ 
year of grace? The picture has dlooged a little in the past two 

years - the focus has shllrpened, tile image has become cloaror . !low 

SextDn Blake of Berl<eley Square is ocerg:II>g once more as th e privato 

detoo ti vo. Yith his peroonoli ty more fi r.ely drawn thoro is a :rubtl. o 

blending of tro old md the new, and ve aro soeing th e best of the 

hlo worlds . .And onco moro Tinker has become a deeper , better drawn 

character s,d has Entered into a nev par1nerahip with Blake , sharing 

vith him now aa befo re and going forvnrd togothor to avon greater f11111e. 



The Circle of time is complete and once more the bmds on the 
cl ock come together, they meet ., ••••• • hesitate - thm mr.i.ftly gathering 
l!IOIDentum, rece towards the new centucy. 

And will there be a place in tllis nev age for our old frimd? 
Knowing his adaptability I have no doubt there will be. Yill we 
recognise him? Perhaps ! By that tiJoo no doubt we too will have 
grown blas~ about space-ships m d intel'-1Jlanetary travel, and a Space 
Detective will not be beyond the r ealms of our imagination - doubtless 
Scotland Yard will be fully Bll'-bome and we will f im Blake end Tinker 
nonchalantly donning their space suits and pocketing thei r ray gun.a 
befo r e boardi.og their rocke t ooips to follow the tr ail in this new 
dimension. Fer-fetched, you say? Well, t hat i s probably 1'hat readers 
of the Marvel would have said in 1893 il it had been wgeested that 
tbeir f avourite detective would be flying in jet planes faster than 
SOU!ld. - yesterday ' s impossibilities so soon beoom,a today ' s coomon
place , and Man, fortunately , cen accept tllis constantly chengil,g 
scene and still retain oomparati ve sanity . 

Even as I write .American scientists have l aunched a rocket to 
orbit the moon - to the Victorian this would have been straigh t from 
the pen of Jules Verne , y&t we , in 1958, are quit e calm about it all , 
accepting thes e scimtific dJ,sooveries if not vi thout a twin&e of fear , 
at l east with an outward appearance of aplomb typ ical of this bl ase 
age . So it wil l be vi th Blnlce ever moving vi th th e times - accepting 
t he seeu,.ing miraculous and turning it to bis advantage in his cease
less war against crime. 

"The clock", you ask . ''ilbat has happened to t he grandfather 
clock? " 

My dear sir , time mey be relative in this space age , but in spite 
of the speed of travel etc., Man' s life will still be measured by a 
finite number of t icks of the grandfather clod<, so despite its 
quaint form it will still have its place in the future as measuring 
the basic unit of time. 

EPILOGUE 

Time:- Your "Golden Years" of Bl ake. 

There was the sound of a door opening and the sudden shaft of 
sunlight rushed on t he ancien t fac e of the grandfather cloc k , For one 
fl eeting moment of time it seemed to come alive with an expressic:n ell 
its own. Then with a sharp click the door closed , shutting out t he 
light. As the two fi,iure s cro ssed the hall th e yoUDger one turned to 
his tall companion with a qui et l~ . 



~~~~~~~~~~~65~~~~~~~~~~~ 
"You know, Guv1nor, sometimes I've had the strongest !eelil,g about 

1Grsndpa 1 there - can't help tbinldilg he 's almost htaan, watching me -
a bit lik e the Recording .Angell" he finished vi th a moc.k sld.ver 88 

ttur.r mauntal the stairs together. . 
"llell , Tinker" Sextcn Blake rEplies vi th a quizzioal lift of his 

eye brows, "fancy you getting notions like ttiat 1n your old age •••• it 
never used to bother you -..bal you slid down the ballllistera 1n yc:nr 
exuberant youth ,nd missed that cl ock by inches ." Then ho was 
suddmly serious , "Yes , old chap , I know vhat you mean - felt that 
way at tines lll)'Self . But I ...ist admitI've always thought of h1l!1 88 a 
benevol ent old fellow - he's seen IIIUOb of life, you know, and he has 
perhaps devalopa:! the wisest philosophy •• •• •see all, thiJlk lq, speak 
seldan' . " 

"l really feel that cne day ho will have something to say guv'nor" 
Tinker replied as they crossed the landing. 

The closing door shut off the SOUDd of their voioes and down 1n 
the hall, ths stately old clock ti cked on, his ~tic face bland 88 

ever - or was it? Perhaps it was cerely a tri ck of the ligh t 
filtering in above th e door, merel:, :l.cag:l.nation, but l could have a.om 
that for a fl eeting instant it vore a knowing amile! But ,mo an I to 
say - and VOO Call say it didn I t? 

• • • 

A Specicl Meeting of the Sexton Blake Circle was held at 27, 
Archdale Road, East Dulvich, London, S.E. 22, on Sunday, January 18tt,, 
1959. In opening the Meeting the Cbaiman, Len Paokmsl , said that 
thi s Special Meeting bad been called in coosequenoe of the article on 
tlie Serton Blake Circle appearing 1n CB1e of the January is9.1es of the 
S.B. Library , Be went on to say t ha t he had received a number of 
letters requ est ing .... bership. In ever.r case he had smt a personal 
reply together with a pamphlet setting out th o purposes of the Circl e 
ard t J., rules governing membership. The results wore aJ.J:eady forth
caw,g, as quite a few new 1DE111bers had now been enrolled . Tho Cbah
!!1!111 s action was imanimously approved. 

A diso,ssiCB1 en the Sexton Blako Circle Feature for the 1959 
Coll ect or s • Digest AmlUal then too k place and a programe drown up, 
subject to revision if neceaaar.r • 

.I. full Meeting will be held later in the year, th e date to be 
=ed in Blaldroa at least one month in advance . Thus all members 
vho will be able to attend cen be assured of a wam veloome. 
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It was pl easing to record that a Sexton Blake Library written 

by one of our members , Rex Dolphin , was to be published shortly , 
The Meeting opened at 8 p,m, and closed at 9 p . m. 

* * * • • 
UNION JACK TITµS - YEAR 1915 (JULY - D!::EMBIB) 

llo . 612 The Spectre of t he :lol'!lBilville ' s . 
No. 613 Scoundrels All (icymer) ...................................... . 
!lo. 614 The Secret of Kilches t er Towers (Yvonne} 

M. Osborne 
........ C . ll. Teed 

.• G. H. Teed 
!lo, 615 In London ' s Labrynth .... . .. . --···-· . . ... . 
No. 616 Bribery and Corruption (lla!ulerto n Palme, ·) .... . G. H. Teed No. 617 The Prison er of ti.. Dardanelles . W. M. Graydon 
No. 618 Sexton Blako , Pirate (~r) G. H. Teed No. 619 The Marl< of th e ~laimed Hand (A, Dexter) M. Osborne 
No. 620 The Case of the CatalPptio (1J!i Kes t rel) ··-·· L, Jackson No. 621 Tho Vengeance of th o Black Hand 
llo . 622 The Case of tbe Cabinet Minister . 
!lo , 623 Tho Case of the ' Frisco Leper (R,ymer) 
No, 624 At Four O' Cl ock U!!i llucble Bcggo) 
No. 625 In Tw3 of Var ... .................................. . 
No, 626 The Deat h Sleep (n, Begge) 
No. 627 The Case of the Junio r Ca.shier 

1'1. r.i. Graydon 
G. H. Teed 
G. H. Teed 
A. fa:rray 

. ... W. M. Graydon 
A. l.furr ey 

No. 628 Tho Man who Made Good . . 'ti. M. Graydon 
No, 629 Self-Accus ed (H. Begge) . ......... . A. Hurray 
No. 630 The Case of ti.. .l.udley Tiara (i'lun,ne r ) ... .M. Osborne !lo. 631 The Man with the Scarred Neck (Yvonne}. G. H. Teed 
No. 632 The Counterfeiters (Ezra Q. Maitlend) .. M. Osborne 
No, 633 Fugitives fro:n Justice (Yvonne) .. ........ . ...... G. H. Teed 

(llo. 633 Xl:las Double Number , dated 21 . 11.1 915) 
No. 634 In the Heart of London .. .... . . . ....... . .... .. 
110, 635 The Case of the r.hglcby F.ai--ring s (Plummer) M. Osborne 
No, 636 The Case of tbe African Missionary (H. Begge).A. Hurray 
No. 637 Tried in Cacera . W. M. Graydon 
(Numbor 612 i s dated 3rd July , 19 15 and Number 637 i s dated 25th 
Dxcember, 1915}. 

• • • * • 
Full correction to "100th Birthdey " articl e published January . Blak e 
20 yoa:r:s old in 1§7§, henco born 1858 and 100 years old 1951!. 

* • * * * 



* """ .. HAMILTONIANA 
compiled by Rmll.!l\T twrnmY 
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MIDLAND CLUB M,J,!BffiS <JI TELEl'ISIC!I! On Fel:ruary 7th I received the 
following l etter fro m !lelevis ion Studio s , Lime CH ve: 

Dear Mr. Leckenby, 
You DBllle baa been givm to me by Mr. Packman. Ve are considering 

doing a small featur.. on the people who keep up their mterest in Frank 
Richanis 1 clulracters and writing and I believe that you print privately 
a magazine devoted t.o the subj set . Vould it be possib l e for you to soma 
me a few recont issuss f or us t.o look at? Ve should like to have th em 
quite early next woek and oould eith er reimburse you for tham or saoo 
them back to .)'OU later if _you would prefer. 

It would be very kind of you to do this for me. 

Yours sincerely , 

BARBARA VE,EY BROllll (Mi ss) 

( •Toni8J,t"Programme ) 

I sec t off a parcel straight away inc luding a copy of the Magnet 
Goldm Jubil ee number , 

1m Packmen had advised t hat the Midlem Club should be apprcachec 
and this was done. Despit o the short notice their oner gatic secretary , 
Harr.; Brester, succeeded in getting 15 manbers together and s :recording 
wes cade for th e popular programme "To-night". 

llarcy told me it took about four hours to r eco:rd on Friday the 
13th ! 

It was understood that they would be on vi ew on th e 18th but 
ac-tual ly we hld to wait until the following evening , Anyway our 
members put on quite a good allow em appeared to be quite at ease . 
They expressed their vio,,-s on Bunter, Vernon Smith , Mr. Quelch , !!any 
\/harton and Co. for all the world as if th ey were llavillg one of their 
ordinary meetings , The seven 'llllo had '!apoak:ing parts• were Tom Porter, 
Jack Corbett, Winifred Partrid8<>, Georgo Chatham, Ron Dickms, Jack 
Bel lfi el d md Tom Smith. 

Yes, a good show and I think ~ecicl thmks ere due to !!any 
Broster for bis enterpris e in get ting so many members together so 
quickly . 



THE UNPLEASANT !-!ASTERS AT THE HAHILTOO SCHOOLS 
By Roger M. J enkin.s 

No. 2. - Mr. Henry Selby, 

"Mr, Se lby ought neve r, as a matt er of fact, to have been a 
schoolmaster at all," declared Charles Hamilton in Gen !lo. 8l:f7, 
•patimc e md a good constitu ti on were r equired to see a man tllrough 
the arduousduties of a fag form-maste r. The Third Fonn at St. Jim ' s 
would have tried th e patience of an archmgel, and undennined the 
constitution of a Samson. And Mr. Selby was not patient , he had a 
nervous temperamen t, ani' he did not like boys. He was altog,,ther in 
the wrong place for him - which led to discomfort for him self and much 
more discomfort fo r his Fonn," 

Thore is no doubt thet Mr. Selby was a thoroughly unpleasant 
master; you have on].y to turn to the story of Joe Frayne ' s early days 
t o reed a description of the worst kind of tyrmt master . For exsnp le, 
in No. 162 he embarked upon a course of r egular cani,1gs to continue · 
until Frayne had told him who had kicked a football at him. Dr. Holmes 
was not pleased t o learn about this : 111 must ask you" went on the 
Head quietly but si@,ifioantly, "to modify your methods - to keep 
order in your fonn with f.,,,,er punishments. If we cannot agree in 
principle it "1.ll be impossible for us to >iOrk toge t her, " ;Jut despi t e 
the gric picture t hat was so often painted in early da,ys, the reader 
was left with a residual impressicn that there was, perhaps , a little 
to be said in Mr. Selby's favour. This , at any rate , was 1he case in 
Gen No. 229 in which th e Third Fonn ..sister recognised the new cricket 
coach as a criminal , and denounced him onl y to find that no-one 
believed him. This was a novel presentaticn, which , for the first 
time , ahowed Mr. Selby in a not wholly discred i table ll8ht . As time 
went on his characte r was to be rounded off even more, 

Mr. Selb y ' s tanper , we learn, depended a good deal upon the state 
of hiB digestion - ailli neither was good. When he arrived in the clas&
rooo in a bsi tanper he would search round for a victi.Li, and t he fags 
were stated to fee l • a good deal like Ulysees & Co. , in th e cave of 
the Cyclops , when the eye of Polyphemus was seeking out the next one 
to devour." Sometices l-!r. Selby would even go so far as to listen at 
the fon,..room door in order to over hear lillat the fags were saying, and 
on one celebrated occasion - in Gen !lo. 8l:f7 - Manners took a snapshot 
of him with his eer to tt>e keyhol e. Despite th e almost farcinl thsne 
of this story , the plot ,..,.. nsvsrtheless dev eloped in a most convincing 
fashion , and Manners was led to realise that , no matter how badly Mr. 
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Selby bad behaved , be could not bring hil:iself to go a, blacla!ia1ling 
the Third Form maste r with the threat of mowing Dr. Holmes the photo
graph be had takoo. 

A very revealing light on Mr, Selby ' s character vas shed in the 
series about Sneath the blacbnailer in G...a 923--924. Bis spendthrift 
nephew Lucien Selby had s~ a cheque in someone el se ' s name, and i t 
was Caroew who snorzymously rescued Mr. Selby from his 01J1barrassing 
predicamsnt. But undoubtedly the gieatest series in ...tdch be played a 
part vas the one in Nos, 90&-90') relatiJ'.lg to the lo ss of bis Frmch 
banknote for 10, 000 francs. 

Mr. Selby was engaged in tho questionable pursuit of gambling on 
the exchmge rates , and was hoping eventually t o make a profit , though 
so far the exch!llge bad cioved against him, It seemed to be quite cl0Sl 
that Levison miJlor bad taken the bsnlmote , Bild i t galled him that he 
should have to explain the whole matter to Dr, Holmes, The Head was 
kin:! enough not to refer to the speculaticn a t first , but became quite 
fim later when Mr. Selby showed siB119 of snx:Lety a boot recovel'll18 the 
!ll0Il8y:-

•rou have the right to call in th e aid of t he police if you so 
decide . But I must tell you t hat if the police are called into this 
school, cwiJlg to your care l essness with yom prop erty , I shall expect 
you to resi!!)l your posi ticn here .• 

"Dr, Holmes!• 
"It is better t o sposk frankly , Nr . Selby . In the first place, 

it i s expected of a form-master in this school to be above th e temp... 
taticn to dabble in risky speculations. In the second pla ce , haviDg 
the bonknote in your possession , it was your duty t o keep it looked 
up ood avoid placing temptation in the way of any weak or unsoruplous 
character. You have tilerefore bee:i guilty of two faults in this 
matter. " 

And later : -
"His father will be bound to make the loss good !" excl.aiLled Mr. 

Selby passions tely. 
"Tbst i s a matter you must decide and settle with Mr. Levison 

personally , • said t he Head. •lfhet11er sn action a t lav would be 
praoticable I oonnot say . I am no lawyer , If aich an action is 
entered upon you will, of oourse, no lo~ have arzy connection with 
this school, ss I have said ." 

Onple8Sllllt as be was throuej,out this series , Mr, Selby was ne,rar 
preS<rlted wholly without ~thy. There was no villi.on or hero in 
this series but jus t a collec ti on of imperfeot human beinge . Martin 
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Cliffo rd ~=te few stories indeed which excelled this one for dramiltic 
and ccnvincing presentation of character. 

One of the most hilarious epi sodes in which Mr. Selby featured 
.....,. th e sto cy in Gem No. 7'!7 which related the aad story of Mr. 
Selby's bi.rtl:dey present. Manners minor had reed that even the most 
abandoned ruffians had some redeeming traits in ttl eir character, and 
so the Third Fom raised a collection to buy thei:r folllHllllSte r a 
bi:rthdey presmt in order to tane him 'Iii th kindness. Trimble thought
fUlly suggested a bi.rthdey cake , wich woUld undoubtedly be given back 
to the fags to eat , and when t hey had acted upon his suggestion he 
even more thoughtfully oonSU!!led the cake himself am filled the box 
with old newspapers and a brick. Mr. Selby re garded this remarkable 
present as a pi ece of calculated i.mpudmce, and caned the wole fom , 
with the r esult that they gave up being kind to him, and returned to 
t heir old methods. "That night, 'Wilm the Third Fonn master sought bis 
room, a bag of flour descEllded f':ran the top of the door upon his 
weary head , and the terrific yell that rang out from Mr. Selby brought 
comfort and solace to listening ears in the Third Fonn domi tocy. " 

... * * * * 
LET'S BE COtlTROVIllSIAL 

(In this series, Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to 
stu:lents of the Ha,:iiltan papers . He gives his own view superficially . 
If you will vri te t o him, expressing your opinions on the topic s he 
discusses, he will SUJimBrise readers' views in a future issue) . 

No. 24 . NJ YEARS OF CONIBOVIllSY. 

The main facts of the r emarkabl e Charles Hamilton Story have 
been told so often that th ere seems li ttl e left t o t ell. Too much 
repetition of well-kn own data would anly stifle interest. Vit h th ese 
thought s in mind , "Let' s be Cont:roversial" was bom. It was intmded 
to take new slants on the llanil ton Story, and to make the themes as 
varied as possible; to pull no punohes , to be provocative , to tiy to 
be ori€1na].; to encourago readers to expre ss th eir own views. 

Vhen we firs t di.'lcussed the new series , the fili tor and I deci ded 
that it should run for six issues. Vi th the lmowledge that we ooould 
be treading on sooe people's toes , we started , daringly mough, by 
takillg a fresh slan t on the popular Talbo t . The series proceeded more 
t:iJ:lidly until No. 4 'Wilm it let down its hair and came into its own. 
In No. 4 we discussed t he substitute vri ters - not whether they wre 
good ar bad but "whether we owe anything at all ( continued on page 72) 
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Q.UIZZLE IIO. 4 
The letters in the nUJllbered squares , if 
placed in sequence in the l ower grid , will 
spell out a bone of contention between 
Greyfriars and Sir Ril ton Popper. ..... 
~: A. A striking problem for 

Tan Mercy or Harry Wharton 
to thillk about? (3, e, 5) 

CLm:l J.CllOSS: 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 

E. 
F. 
G. 
R. 

Cln.mtley for short. 
Chillese junior (3, 2) 
Vhen ' prep' is done . 
Re called himself Clavering when he 
firs t went to Greyftiars . 
This Rookwood junior is no rabbit . 
Shares Study 3 with Russell . 
He kidnapped Bob Chel'l'Y. 
Can a lad yawn in this town near St. 
Jim ' s? 

I . J..s Bunter borrow , he is doing this 
in t he Remove. 

J. Gussy - clean bowled. 
K. The Co must have seen this ship on 

their Kenya trip . 
L . A telTi.ble third? 
M. All RS!lovites are , but espeoially 

Vibley, by th e sound of it . 
ii . Start the right way to please Bunter . 
o. Frank Richards• tale s are fine fran first to last. 
P. Acil Drop, • • • 
Vri te on a postcard the words in the lower grid and the answer to the 
Clue Down. 5/ - for the first correct solution received by the Editor . 
10 points to Club Branch if any , 
1USULT CF Q.UIZZLE NO, 3 Solution to clue down: "Aft er Lights Out" . 
Hidden wo:rda: "Frank Richards' Sohooldays". First correct solution 
received f'ra:, El sie Palmer, 489 Leeds Road, 'l'hackley, Bradford, Yolks , 
to whom 5/- bas been smt , JO points earned for NorthfflD Club 
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to the sul>stHu t e vri ters." 

Vhen !lo. 6 which was to be t he final item , had been published , 
the Edi tor sent me instructl.cns : "Controve::si al too popular to 
abandon yet. Carry on till No. 12. " But wren No. 12 arrived , we were in the thick of the vortex caused by th e "Ve who idoli se " question , 
and our Editor was very definite : •unt hinkable to s top Controversial 
just yet . Carry on fo r a fev more montils . " 

The older we get, th e faste r t ime seems to pass , so i t is slJDoet 
a shock to find that we have reached No. 24, and "Let ' s Be Controversial" i o two years old . Tvo years - "'1ich is surely long enough for any 
seri es if it not to overstay its weloome . It seems only yesterday tilat 
I was asking "I s GuStJY Tedious?" 8lld trying to prov e that t he id ea was ridicul ous . •controversial " has cwsed quite a fev cild tiffs in its 
tim e, as it was in tended to do , but I hope that it has al ways remained 
f air in outl ook am courteous in express i on. 

My ver; grateful thanks to all of those good people who have contributed to "Controve rsi al Echoes ", th ereby helping the series to 
any suc cess i t may have attained. My thanks to the Edi tor who has ever given me r,y head . And especial thanlc3 to Mr. Frank Richards , 
round whan it has all revolved , who has viewed it al l with kindly tole ran ce and interest, and without whom t her e 1,0uld have been no C. D. at all , le t alone no "Let ' s Be Controve r sial . " 

IS THE STRICT DISCIPLINE OF Tl!E HAMll'lUN SCHOOIS OLD-F.ASl!IQIIDl? 
I hope not. I think not, to o , so far as t he public schools are concerned , though in too many of our day schools discipline seeos to be non-existent to-de.y . 
Recently a mother told me that she has t.o provid e har 14 year 

old son with a packet of cigarettes every time he travels by coach with his school te,r:, to play soccer or crick et agains t mothe r school She 
said that th e master in char ge smokes wit h his boys , and asked me if I t hought i t was a good thing . It i s only noceSS8l'y t o say here that on 
t he day that Hr. C:,'Ualch says "~ ht up, boys ,• I shall sell my Magnet collectio n, and r eplace it with American horror oomics . 

In one vey, of course , Frank Richards has modified the corporal Puniahmoot in the stories of t he las t 20 yoors . The hand-c aning of 
:vears ego ha s been re placed by the application of an ashplan t to that e,:panse pro vid ed by nature for th e purpo se . If there var& llore llr . 
Quelchos in our schools , there would be fever lou ts and tlm8s in our s tr-eet s . 

VOOLD THE MAGNEI' BE J. SUCCESS TOD.I.Y? l f~l sur e it would . Really 
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1<ell-wri tton school s tori es will always f ind their full quota of 
supporters. 

True, saoo youngsters revel in space fi ction 8lld sensa tiooal 
reading (but some youngsters elwa.ya have , eod in bygone days the ir 
tast es 'll0l'O oot in "Modern Boy" and paper s of tha t type) ; some 
youngst ers only want t o l ook at picture strips (i t 1 s all the ssno if 
they don I t, there • s littl e else for thee) ; some misguided parents 
allow tb oir offspring to spB!ld hour af ter hour , ~t stter ~ t, 
gaging at t he li t tle gogglo-box , and some youngst ers ask for nothing 
ro re . Even so, good stories will ol,ro.ys hold their 01ollo 

Admittedly, I know little of the probl8"S with llhicb publi shing 
houses have to oontend , but i t seems to ,ae tha t ~ted Press has 
been utt erly fla bby in it s pos t-war pol icy. I belie ve tha t th e Magnet 
presenting new tal es by Fronk Richards , or tb e cremi of the old G:rey
friors , st . Ji.e ' s , and Rookllood sto ri es liOUld have oaught the l.J:ia81n
ation of the youth of th e nineteen -fiftie s . The School boy ' s Own 
Library would sel l because wall-writteo school storie s dll always 
soll , 

Some fo lk say w l!IUSt progress with tbe ti.mes ; they real.l,y Deen 
tha t ve must epe America in oll ve do. Because the >iagnet and th e 
Goo are so ess ent ially Britieh , they would not sell to<w,y. I don tt 
believe it , 

Before the var , British peri odi cals were the fin est in the 
world; t hat is why there i s a demand for th em now fro m ooll ectors 
all over the world. British boys ' books do not lead the world todBo' 
f or the sl.cpl e reasoo that they do not exist . Ve are told they would 
not sell , but how docs anyone know when none is published . Tbs Bunter 
pocks are a tre!aendous wccess . Vhy should not that success be 
oquslled by th e Magnet and th e Schoolboy ' s Own? 

The greatest absurdity has been the refusal of t he A.? . to 
publi sh th e Holiday Annual age.in each Cbrl s tma,;, a t :lme when even 
indiff er ent Annusl.s se ll l ike hot cakes . Poss ibly "wheel s vi thin 
wheels" C8lf prevent t he re-publishing of t he Holldey Annual, I will 
navor beli eve it is due to the fac t that t he publishors fear it would 
not s ell . 

It ' s just my poin t of vie w. Vhat' s yours? 

• • • * 
COOTROVD!SlAL D::ll0.:3 

!lo, 22, 'IO BIND OR NOl' TO BIND? 

~ write s : •r csn really reoom !lld the method of putting the 
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pape r in F.asibinders , for I have used than with grea t ooccess in my 
email collection . They should provech eaper than binding, end t hey 
have th e advantage that any paper can eas ily be removed as required . 
The company will 1bl ock ' the end wit h the appropriate ti tle 1 e .g . 
Magnet 1663 - 1683. I 1'0uld add one warning - it is essential to re-
cove those dam wire stap l es bef or e inserting." 

BEJI WITER writ es : "I grea tly enjo yed 1Let' s be Controv ersial' every 
'1onth. Vit h regard to the l at es t topic , I like binding al l copies . 
They seem to l ook nmch better, especially in the ni ce bookcases tha t 
can be obtained these days .• 

BASIL AD,AM write s : "I agree with you entirely when you st at e t hat 
binding i s the only wa;y to pre serve our belo ved copies . I don I t think 
that it necessarily talces awa;y t he individuality of th e copies. 

Two thingo l essen t he chann of bound copies - th o l'el:!OVal of 
t he oovors , and , as you r.ienti on yourself, unwi e<:.edly volumes.All th e 
bes t series in the Magnet I have bound in not more than 25 copies to 
tho volume. Even 30 to t he volumo is , in my vie w, just a little bit 
t oo lllllch . M.y =h prized 1925 "Vbarton Downfall" series is bound in 
only 15 Magneta to tho vo~ume. 

I have alwoys been reluctJnt to bind indiffo ren t copies, but, 
as you aa;y, it i s aciazing tho job a binder can make of bech-aggled 
material . 

I think that ono gets much more sa tisf acti on from keeping one• s 
own paper purchasalweck by veok than by all tho "sky's tho limi t' 
collocting. Unfortunately, ane i s tecp ted fro m t :li::o to tim e to pa;y a 
ll ttl o moro than usual to obtain a number or series ono is keen to 
own. Vhy do we coll ect? I like t o f eel that my coll ection contcins 
th o croom of the Groyfriars traditi on. It is comforting to find t hat 
ono can still keep in t ouch with all that i s good and noble through 
th e bast of tho Groyfriars stori es . • 

GIDRGE SELLARS vrito s : "I agroo with all yau have said about binding, 
for it is th e ODly way of preserving the books . A f ov yosrs ago I .bad 
}6 Gems bound by Mr. Ashley , end cost of th em were vary 1'0m indeed. 
llhen I rec oivod th e volumo, I was amazed that binding could make such 
a difference , S!'.ld it i s now tho pride of my collecti on. 

I bellove that those collecto rs got the most pl easure who have 
collected tho books, woek by -woek . Of course, tho greatest joy 
possib l e i s Treasure Trove, and I discovered oo.e two years ago. The 
strongest thing about it was t hat I hod visi ted tho old bookstall in 
the marl<et a short whil e before, in my dreams , am .bad bought a pile 



~~~~~~~~~~~75~~~~~~~~~~~~ of th o old papers. Vas thi s cnothcr drooc'r I pincbod ci;yself to make sure I vas avnko. I vas - f or I collected owr 3(X) of the old papors Gczw, Populars , Union Jacks , Loes ond Jes ters . It was a drc ao thllt 
ca::10 t:ni o.• 

ROGER JENKINS wri to s : • r agree with you wholchoartodly on th o wisdoo of lilli.ting llllgnet end Ger:, voluoos to 33 copios or loss; n yearly vol mo is much too bulky to bo rcadabl o. 
Thero i s one type of old boys ' book which is definitely inpro ved by binding , and that ie the Schoolboys ' Own end similar sized books . Not only do three or f our copies cake a cost attrac tive volume, bu t th rcooval of the cetal staples cnkes it JJUCh easier to read the various nur.ibers; no lOl'll!Or do th e pages tear acros s th e awkwardly placed staples . 
Like you, l depl ore th o rock et ing pric es of t he old books , but t here seocs t o be no answer to th e probl w . In a f'ree ClSli<et it i s only the law of supply end dooand that oan operat o, ond i t i s Ulll.'GllSCn ablo to oxpect collector , to par t wit h their books at a fi8uro much bel ow the ClSrl<et price . Nevertlv,less , it does !!lean thct fc,w newcoa ers to the hobby cen afford to acquu,, anything like a substan tial collecti on. • 

ERIC F.All!E add s : "The Easi binders, cooceming imich Mr. Brown has sent ce leafl ets ., would sew to be neat and efficient for tho purpo se , and their use should , l think, prove ruch cheaper than nomal binding . The address of F.esibilld LM ., is 84 Ne= Street , London, V. 1. Sd.J:pole , in early days , acted on the principle of "What' s thine is mine" until , unexpectedly be beceoo the possessor of SO<IOthing ho valued , Toon his cotto vas "What ' s aine is me own!" I t is t ecpting to decry high prices when one has nothing to sell . 
My l!l'Stcful thanks to th e senders of two le t t ers which roachod ce fer too late for inclusion in th o F.choos on the subjects they discussed , Frank Hancock soot a 1011€ sooe interesting points an our Rook1'ood t heoe , and David lencake wrote on Pot .I.versions . I shall hope to be able to cnalyse soco of their points at aooo tice in th e ruture • ..................................................................... Collector seeks copies of "Felli the Hunchback:" - "The Divoroed Queen " The Sea Sprite• end "Bell e Vue" - in uny of th e vario us edi tians in Homn9 on•s Voekl.y Jludi!ot Peopl e ' s Pocket Story Books . Offers to Box MI c o the Edi tor of th e Collectors' DiJl!st. 
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IIIE&'l' E,R. H~ 
ll;y V. O. G. Lotta 

There vere }5 houses on the Thames backwater Island; and I knew 
that in one of tilem liv ed E, R. Hcm,...Gall, Not knoving the name ar 
llll!lber of his house, I knocked at the door of one of them to enquire 
where he lived, Veil , I guess that voa "'II lucky day, M that very 
house was hie! 

That wa hov one Su!lday afternoon I met &!ward Reginald Hooe
Gell; alias 'Rupert l!all' am 'Edwin Dalo ' of the "Champion' and 
Triumph" fano, ono of the most prolific of all boys author~ . And like 
Jommy Va.l.kor still going strong tilese days for the "Lion" and "Tiger", 
nov that the fol'llel' papers have ceased . 

Despite the fact that I had oalled a, bim unawares; Mr. l!oo,&

Gall vas vory pleased to see mo. Ji. bachelor , am in his early sixties, 
I found hict a most pleasant and f:rioodly type of 111811, and it vas oasy 
to see hov his stcrlos have bee n so suocessf'ul , for he no doubt in
corporates this sort of spirit into 1hem. 

One of tile first questions I asked bim vas about his father; 
vhose real name vas llillla:l B. Home-Gall, but bettor !mow as the 
vritor 'Reginald Vrey ' for his tales in most of the early popers . It 
vas very sad to hoar that he bsd died as long ago as 19}6 after a 
sooden heart attack - he vas only in his late fifties. 

Mr. Homa-Gall vas able to give me SCID0 very interestu,g facts 
about his late father, and of a very zrt;renge coincidence story •••• •• 
V, B, Home-Gall was born near Hong Kong Harbour , where, sad to relate , 
his father vbo vas a eailor , vas drowned at sea llhen his ship !mmdorNd 
snd sank vi th ell hands. 'lh, name of tile ship? Believe it or not, 
"The Champicm". This "Champim" no ooubt had carried many people in 
its career an the seas, but hov strange that a grandson of grandfather 
llomE>-<lall should 1a'i te for a paper oallod the "Champion" fo r mmy 
years. V. B. Ha:,o-OaJ.l trave lloo. a lot in his :,ounger d"3", and for 
9(1119 time lived in Texas , U.S • .i.. -.:here he was a cowboy. .lt a later 
date he ome to liDglanl, and vas a coachmsn. His first attempts at 
writing brought very little ruocess, but later he soon became an 
established writer for mru,y of the early llamsvortil papers and oomios. 

V917.interested in the Boy Scout movement, he held the ~ 
rank of District Conl:dssionar, end vas a very popular f18ure :indeed in 
the l!a:npton Court area. 

lfdward R. llom&-Gell vas no doubt influenced by his father in1xl 
"taking up writing, and jo:lnad the !.z:lal.eemated Press in 1914 as an 
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office bey. His first tal e vas published in the ~ous type 
of paper "The SUnday Circle", and she second i. foo t ball yt11n in th e 
pink "Boys Realm" under the great editor John Nix Pentol ow. Under 
age for var service be somehow wangled hi s vey into a Territorial. Unit , 
enlisted in tbe Iale of V'4!ht Rifl es , took part in tbe landing on Gall 
ipoli, and vas later inval ided boc>e with enteric. He made a very 4jOOd 
recovery, and returned to f'4lh t at Messines , were he ll8S OOllllili.ssioood 
as a Captain. For gall antry an ll8I' se rvice ho \ltlS awarded the 
Military Cross . 

J.t tile age of 21 be retumed to ~ted Pre ss , ,mo had kept 
hi s office boy job open for him, which by too wy paid the sum of 12/6 
e. week : in those days! He sulmitted en idea f or e. now paper to be 
called "The Footoall Re.vourite" which was accepted . The paper later 
achicvod , llhat vas in those days a phenomene.l cireula tian . Ho 
contributed I:le.llY tal es for this pepe.r, one of the best well lnown 
being the serio e "Terribl e Twins " tho rich and poor football fons vho 
chmgod porsonali tie o. 'llhen this sari es f inish ed be dooided to go 
fre&-loncing but this was, as like c,sny oth er authors have discovered , 
not very suocessful as his average e!ll'lling for the first si x mn th s 
was about 16/- a veek ! 

Duling Ms fre&-1,mcing days he wrote for mo~ the 'l'ba:\Bco 
papers , end still has copies of th e t e.lss he vrote for "Rorer", 
"Vizard", "Adventure" et c. J. very very interesting disclosure vss 
that it ,ro.a be who wrote all t hose tal es in Hinton ' s "School and 
Sport" of Harry Lovell and Co. , after Charl es llm:dl ten b.!ld ce ased to 
write for the peper owing tc non-pa.yment fo r th e stori e3. llr . E. R. 
lia:»-Gall also was not paid f or those he wrote . 

J.bout 1923 there cooe th e turning point in hi s oaree.r , when he 
had a seriBl accepted by the "Chllmpion" run under t hose days by a Mr. 
R. Eves. Free then onwards for nearly thirty years he wrote three 
tales each week , for either the "Champion" or "Tri ucph" of betw een 
51000 end 7,000 words each! Plus other tales in t he "Champion" 
.Annual and short stories . One can iJ:,ag1ll9 what his output was in the 
year . Do you rececber his tal es of Speedway1 He has the di stinction 
of writing th e first speedwn.y tale in thi s country . One reader our 
in Australia read one of hi s tale s 'Ali.1st wcrldng as a car atternant 
on tbe Allstrnlian Railways end wrote t o hi.1!1 askiDg bow he could becaoo 
a speedway ri der , Mr. Hooe-Gall gave hie all th e help and detail s . 
His nace? Blw,y Vil.kin.oon , 1d:lo becaae one of t he greatest ridsrs 
ever known in this branch of sport . 

In his library, he has a collection of beys paper which would 
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ciake c,any of us green with err,y. Volumes of "Boys Fr:i.md" - "Pluck" -
"Marvel" - "llalf'pem,y Goode" - "Union Jack" - "Bl.8 Budget" - "Chuma" -
all grace the sl1elves - ClBllY of oourse, which belonged to his l ate 
father. Ot his own writin4!8 he has kepta compl ete file of them, and 
inside n large tin trunk I was shown hundreds of bundles of compl ete 
stories. Millions of words an:! thoU881lda of hours to write, oll of 
which ho says "Gave hio 1he greatest of enjoymeni:, • 

I was also shown folders of hundreds of l etters he bas r eceived 
frOOI readers al l over tho world, and th e moat erusing he thought over 
roc eived was of th e boy reader who l oved th e tales of "Rupert Hall " 
but could not s tand the tel es of "F.dwin Dale.• It liOok a long tiJ:le 
to puzzle thi s out, until he romemberod ttlat one name he used only 
for sporting tales, and t he other for adventure stories. 

Nov there has been some confusion in the past over readers 
getting cli.xed up over the writings of the Hcrt>e-Cal.l. '•· As al.ready 
stoted at the beginniJlg of this article, V, B, Jlo!De..Gall or Reg.l.nnld 
Yray was the father of E. R. HOOl~all . Nw to cooplicate matters, 
V, R. Hane-Gall had another son with the same initials as his cn.11, lllld 
ho t oo was conneoted with t ho ~ted Press for a til:ie. 

Just before leaving l'lr . ilCllll<>--Oall, after over five hours of very 
interestllg conversation, he very kindly presmtod me with severnl. of 
his bound becks. Knowing of the keen ir.terest shown in all his 
writings by Richzml Maea.rthy of Australia, and Derek Adley of &rrcv , 
Mr, Ha»-Gall co!UlElltod to autograph copies for those two old readers . 

Hearing elBo of the grea t regard our editor, Herbert Leckenby, 
has alwcys had f or his fnther , he especially autographed one at rry 
request to Herbert, "tbankl.ng him for the rececbrance of his late 
fat her," 

Vi th such friendliness and k:iJldness , one cannot wl. sh onything 
el se but continued success to &iward ReginD.ld Hoo:~oll for cany 
years to co::ie • ..................................................................... 
Sm'ON Bi.AKE LillRARIES - 1 st series - 11 , 17, 37, 4l , 105, 109, 111 , 
197, 198, 201, 202. 2nd series - 102, 111, 213, 236, 243, 272, 293 , 
296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 687, BOYS FlllllID LIBS. 3d. - 1st 
series - 10, 68, 102, 105, 1CY7, 165 , 229, 246, 66\}. 2nd serie s - 392 , 
396. UNictl JACKS - 881, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1179, 1100. 
JOSIE PACIOWI, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DUUIICH, LONDCfi, S.E. 22. 

~ and BOY SCOOTS µmu,u. - coll ecto r wishes to buy dupli cates. 
Vrlte - v. J, MACDctULD, 1356 DOO VOOD, VANcoovm, 14, B.C. CANADA. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~79~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

S. B.L, REVIEWS - IWlC!!1 1959 

SHADOV OP A GUll (!lo, 425) 

Merging into the freshness of a spring afternoon at Stratford 

on-J.von, birthplace o:' the 1.mm:>rtal Bard , wafts the grey c.!lll of 

death , The killer strikes , w1 thdrava, and, llll88ell by the thousands 

thronged in the vi cinity of the M<lnorial Theatre , glides svi:ftly avay. 

The victim, member of a travelling sldffle grCAJP, is identified as 

one, Michael Reed. The girl with whom he had recently struck up a 

frimdship i s kidnapped and held to ransom. She is Judy Homsey I 

daughter of a scien ti st, member of a teem of such, eJ1811ged on top 

secret research concerning this country• s defence systa:, against 

nuclear ballistic missiles , 
Vith such sources of vital infomation in his possession , which 

at all costs must remein secret, and in viev of the terri bl e respon 

sib ility thrust upon hiJll because of t he abduction of his d81.l(;hter as 

a means of coercion, John Raiisey i s now a securi ty risk, am Craill o 

i s ccncerned for hie subsequent movemonts, which have now become of 

national illlportance . 
Vbat ves the connection between the murder in Stretforo mid the 

abduction of the girl in Bath? Sexton Blake Investigations , with 

Tinker particularly pl'<llllinent, oover a lot of ground in this assign 

ment - Varvickshire , Gloustershire, Wiltshire snd Sa!lorset , axe four 

of the counties in inich t he acti on takes place, 

'!'he unmasking of the arch-traitor is a fine pioce of writing 

and rounds off a grs,d novel vi th Sexton Blake at bis best - a novel 

1<hich will assuredly enhanc e still further th e reputation Martin 

TbaDas is building up as O!ll3 of th e lead.iI,g S.B, L, writers of the new 

era. Rating .. Excellent , 

S'roP PRIBS - HO!ICIDE (No. 426) . . ........ -----------·---------__ .JIEA OOLPlllli 

. A spin in tho Jaguar to his new~cquired oountry cottage in 

th e Tbamea Vall ey followed by a foursane on the golf links ho.rd by , and 

Sexton Blake is immodiataly precipitated into a particularly gruesaao 

oose - no less than the discovery , amidst a heap of b\mUng rubbish 

on a fam some few ciles awey, of the severod azm of a :ioung voman. 

Identification of the wtilatod body is core cli!ficult of establ19""en t 

thsn anticipated , despite t he t -pronaed invostigatioo into tho 

solutioo of it by Sexton Blake Inves tigations , tbe Press , am tho C. I.D. 

th e middle and last department being presmted by Splash Kirby, of tbe 

"Daily Post" , am Chief Detective - Inopector Coutts of Scotland Yard, 
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respoctively - a combination of those allied to the couse of la w and 
jus tic e. llhich pro veo irrostiblo and against which one in particular -
the 1cyst erious Cowit Paul Fereno - finds himself bereft of adequat e de
f ences in >lhich to combat it , 

The murderer is Ferenc, but this is giving away no secre t s , 
because it is wider hi s real name that Bl d!:e denowices him in a climax 
recarkably well-bull t up and which teans vi th suspense . When you get 
an author possessing such e. deep ins~ht of the B1'ice character - not 
forgetting coll eague , Coutt s , as well - who i s also gifted vi th th e 
ability of putt ing over a fir s t-<:las s novel , t hen t he result if obvioU&
ly going to be sat isf actory to al l concerned Blake fans . And, in his 
dobut, Rex Dolphin proves quite conclusiv ely - as did Martin Thomas 
before him - that expert lmowl ocI&o of t he famous resident cr.aracters 
oombined wit h a natural flair for sto ry writing cm pay dividends . 

A really fi."lo debut which should pleaso the most cri ti.cal 
devot ee , Rating .. Excell ent 

WALTER WEBB ...................................................................... 
8td :Boys Book ~tub 

NORTllERN S.i:TION ME!lrl!IG - .rn!RUARY 15th, 1959. Happy days for the 
Northern O. B.B.C! Onoo eeain there was an e.xcoll ent ottendance of 
eigh teen. Gerry illioon also r eported another now member, J.lr, Cyril 
Matthews of Huddersf iel d , whom we hope will be able to nttend our 
oeet ings when busin ess peroi ts , 

Stanley Smith was in excellen t form vi th his fascinating talk on 
that oontrovorsial md short lived venture H. A. Hinton ' s •s chool and 
Sport," Ho ill ustrated i t ;d.th copi es froo his coll ection, one of til o 
very f ew in exis t ence, In fact nono c,f us !mow of any ot her. Stan , · 
though s:1,ving credit where credit vns duo oxpressr<! surprise th at l'.r, 
Hinton (an exporionced editor ) should make so =:r !.listokes at the out
set , t he 1mwiodcdly si,o for insten:c e. H-,, des01vedly got s hearty roWld 
of applause when ho finished , !Ed a good discussion followed . 

Stan was also responsib l e for anot her excellen t iden . He had 
invited members to bring copios of papers th oy would lik e to exchengc . 
Quit e a number of membors complied , with til e reru l t t hat quite a l ot 
of swopping was dono, Next meeti.'1€, !larch 14tti , Geoffrey Wilde wil l 
be giving his first talk "Claude Hoskins ," Another big attondanco is 
hopod fo r. HmBOO' LEXXfflBY, Nort hern Section Correspondent. 
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LOIIIXJi SIDTION. ' Consilio et Animia. • There vas a dist!Dat f,lavour 
of St . Frank' s at the Februar/ llaasden meeting ; the complete Nel aon 
Lee Library aeries on the shelves, host Bob Blythe a 'Deser t I sland 
Books ' castawey with a predominance of books about St , Frnnk:1 s anl. 
written by Edvy Searles Brooks; a quiz "Vbo", hall about St . Frank ' s 
and half abcut lillmiltonia Bild a quiz by Phipps. 'I.be very fine msp of 
St , Frank ' s and it s envirous was in evidence. Vbat could Leeites v.lsh 
for more? Unfortunately our llelson Lee Librarian was unabl e to be 
present owing to a bout of •nu , thus i t vas Len Paclanan in the chair 
similar to the time men ha conduct<d the Nelson Lee oolu:n in tbl 
•c.D," when our host was indisposed . Len gave us a very luoorous 
r<>ading from "Penny Popular , " 240 which was greatly enjoyed, Roger 
Jenkins was tm other castaway and gave us a very good eigh t books 
11hicb he would like on the desert is l and, Don Webster gave u s a 
"Classic and fiodem Quiz" and "1th Laura• s fino feed plus the eleventh 
anniversary cslce and card ve thoroughly enjoyed ourselve s . Votes of 
tha."lks to tm host and hostess followed and th e next lllOeting \1B8 arl'
llll8ed for Suinay , !larch 15th at Hume Bouse, 136 Lord ship Lane, East 
Dulwich , S.E, 22. Kindly l et Lon Pllckmnn lalo11 if intending to bo 
present . UNCLE BlllJA/lill alias Phipps . 

THE f.iIDL.IND CLUB. The • flu epidemic claimed eo man, Club mecbers 
that it was not found possible to hold a meeting , Howover, a buo;>er 
attendance a t the next meeting to meke up for it is hoped for . 
MIBSEYSIDE SEX:TIOO l!Et.""TING - 8th IBBRUARY. This was, undoubtedly , 
the fin es t meeting for months , Md in spite of the bi ttcrly cold 
weather , the follOlling mmbers wero pre sent : Don Webs ter , Jim lf sl sh , 
Fra.'lk Cose , llo:man l'r"81le ll , Bill Windso r, Erni e Steen , George Ril ey , 
Bill Groen11ood, Erio Coldwell and Frank Unwin, Vbat a del ight to wel
come Fronk Case and Bill Horton again after long absence s due to wi-
nvoida bl o ci.rcur:.stances ! After th e Chairmen' s usual b~ ht and 
breezy report , a copy of our vory first newsl e tter vas di s tributed to 

llll combers , and i t is hoped t o mako this n conthly event , Its recep
t ion was most gratifying . The cnly SBd not e was t he nows of Jack 
Morgen' s re siena t ian . J ack has boon one of tb e pillar s of the Mersey
sid e Section , 8l1d bi s loss will be keenly fclt , All mmbors join in 
thanking him for the eterling ,-ork he has put in . Thero will always be 
a very wnrc, wolcaco for him r.ero, To fill th e vacency , th o vritor vas 
appointed Secretary , ond George Riley , our yollll6')st manbor , ond one of 
our kooncst , has added the dutie s of treasurer to those of Librarian , 
which he has C&Tied out so well, 
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There was never a dull moment throughout the evening comnencing 

with a r athe r difficult Classics quiz , which wae claarly won by Jim 
Walsh, with Bill Hort on saoond , and Frank Caee and Eric Coldwell 
joi ntly third. Follwing this came a s timula ting "debate• on t he re
spective merits of Sher lock Holmes md Sexton Blake . This was the 
opportune mo:ient fo r Don Vebeter to discuss the disquieting news in the 
c .D. regarding the possib l e demise of Sexton Bl.Bke. This would indeed 
be a tr agedy, and mBDbers of this Section in t ern t.o do their bit by 
ordering nerl month ' s S.B.Ls and givil18 the m a trial. Those of us who 
are alr eady ill.Bke enthusiasts can confidently recanmend them. 

We t hen enjoyed anoth er most entertaining Classics qui> by Don, 
won in gr eat style by Frank Case , with Jim Walsh a short head in 
front of George Riley , third. '!he writer complet ed a grand evening 
vi th his choice of "Desort Island Books" , which will be followed by 
other member s choices at next month's meeting on Sunday , March 8th , 
at 6. 30 p . m. Plea:,e do try 1x> be pro mpt , r::.embers! FRANK UNl/IN 

THE GOLD$ HOURS CLUB. The apparen t bad luck whic..o. s t arted t ho year 
for the Club turn ed out to be good fortun e in di sguise as t l,e ne w hee.d
qu&rt crs in C.E.ll.E .F . House proved t o be even oor e comfort nblo than 
t ho old clubroom , now unavailab l e. There was a good att endance on 
Friday , January ,:)th , when Arnold Keena, the Chairman, opened proceed ·· 
ings at 6 .30 p . m. The Secretary had pa.Jsed roimd greeting cards 
rec eived from th e English Clubs and Jack Murtagh in New Zealand , so 
t hat those members absen t from the Christmas Party could share th e 
gcod wishes - t he card received from the North ern Club bearing th e 
s ign ature of al l members present a t the Xmas Party aroused great in 
t ere s t 3nd was voted a really friendly gesture . Elec tion of Office 
Bearer s then took plac e and as Arnold Keena am Ston Nicholl s he.d 
intimated t hat t hey were not avail!lblo for re-election the Secretary 
cclled for naninations and Syd Slayth and Bill Hall were duly installed 
as Chairman and Treasure r for 1959 - as ther e were nc take rs, the 
Secretary vas returned unapposed (and very pleasaitoo). 

Tho new Chai.man then took control of too meeting to discuss pl ans 
for the ac ti vi t ies of tho club during 1959. Each member was inv i ted 
to air his vi ows as to tb e best wny to spend t he two .hours availab l e 
and the debate provod most interesting if a little exhaus t ing in the 
torrid a1zlospbare of Sydney. Arnold Keena had purch as od n lllJll9 
bundle of Mngnots and Boys FriElld Library s from Cl ub f\mds and th ese 
were distributed to those meober s int erested by Syd Smyth as a very 
ploasant finale to th e evening, I/ext Mooting i s scheduled for 2'-,th 
February, 59 a t 5.30 p.m. B. PATE - Secr etary. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 

by J.A.CX WOD, Nosta v, }28 Stockton Lane, York. 
Phone: 25795 
* • • * * 

Jim Sutcliff e I s recent request for infomation about Charles 
Wentworth hns brought a lettor from Bill Lofts, who miggests that 
llllrdy """ • after all, the writer of these yam o about the Blue 
Crusaders . 

He points out that Hardy was writing at th e time and that he 
vos not likely to relish another author using his creati.Cl!B. In 
addition, editors did not like to have two stories in the S<Jl!!e 

JDBgaZine bearing tho same author's name • 
.A. good argument, but Bill i s continuing the invostigntion , 

end wo = hear more froia him later. Brooks, at lnst, bas danie d 
bei.'lg Vc:itworth. 

The i.niluonza epidemi c knows no barriers, am i t has hit St. 
Frank ' s like all the rest. !s a r esult Nipper, the genial skipper 
of the Remove, has been unable to talk to Jim Cook, our Rovu,g 
Correspondm t. 

Jim did cleer up the Chrisimas mystery, however , before io
fluenza stopped the lines of conmunication, and wr1 tea as follows: -

lt is a far cry frooi where ·! left you at St. Frock's at 
Christ.as, but to keep the record in order I ll>lSt begin this latest 
despatch from the Old School by relatin8 th e sad fact that we , Dr. 
Stafford, Nelson Lee and Nipper am ll\YSelf were the victims of a 
gigantic jape. 

You 111.11 reoall that Lord Dorr:iloore had sent instructions to 
the Eead am Nelson Lee for thBn to l"E!llll1n at the College for 
Chrisimas and that a mysterious uncertainty had follOW"ed this idea 
fro.u t he sporting Peer . Veil, we did stay at st • . Frank's 8od the 
unusual quiet that reign&d over the Houses gave the Head and Hr. Lee 
n chance to review acme su.egestinna put forward by the School <;ovenors 
at their rocent maeting. 

Pat iently we all waited for Dorrie . On Christmas lilOrning , old 
Muiford the postiaan , nrrived at the Lodge gates with some delayed 
parcels for the domestic staff . I t bad been mowing all the previous 
dey and the old Triangle was now covered with n wbi te caq,et of virgin 
snow. The absence of the juniors made itself felt very strsngely for 
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St. Frank ' s we.a another world. A world of silence haunted by memories 
and ghosts . It vas as if death had taken away a loved one. I got the 
impression the llhole world had died and inat all th o beys of St . 
Fr3Dk' s had died with it ! . 

llut it soon changed. After br eakfast we l«lnderod anew what had 
kept Lol'd Dorrimore md finally Lee decided to ring th e London ros1 -
donce in the hope that Dorrie hlld l ef t some message with his val et . 
But Dennis , Dorrie ' s val et , startled Lee by seying his maste r had 
rushe d off to Leopoldville 1n th e Bel,:iuo Congo thr ee deys ago. Am 
further enquiries had elici tod the fact that an atteCipt had bean made 
to buni th e Vanderor - Do:rrio ' s f amous st""'1 yacht - by ra cial mobs. 
Lee knev there had been riots in Leopoldville by di sccntontedelc,:,en t s 
and the Belgians wore experiencing sane of the unpl easan t attacks that 
became so daily an occu:rnnce to ua in Cyprus . So naturally, Dorrie hnd 
flown out to Africa at the first possible moment. You will recall I 
had reported th at the Wanderer was laid up for repairs in Leopoldville 
at the t ime of our adventure in the luilabar:i Desert. 

Now i£ Dorrie had left thre e da,ys earlier as Dennis had stated 
Lee began tc wonder how a teleg:ran purpo rting to have been sent by 
Lol'd Dorrimore fi'om London could have been despatched by his Lcrdhsip 
when at the time he must have bean in !.frica!! 

Well , we never found out who sent i t. And Nelson Loe C1'lle to 
the conclusion thet we had beea japed . It was all very mysterious and 
puzzling . And particularly nastly . Just the thing t hnt may have come 
from the spiteful mind of Bernard Forrest, 

We stayed at St, Frank' s for Christll:lia Dey and we were visited 
by Dr. Brett , the village Medico, who had seea Ni pper crossing the 
Tri.angle , as Dr, Brett was passing the school on his way t o a 
patie.'lt, Tho arrival of tho good Doctor was a splendid chance for us 
to r ea lise that doctors and nurses were a l wo,ys missing t heir Christmas 
festivities . So, on Box:ing Day, Dr. Staf fo l'd went tc his sister' s 
residenoe and Lee , Nipper and 11\YSelf went to Grays Inn Road for tho 
rest of the holido,y, 

• * • * • 
WANTED: MAGNETS - 711, TI3, 714, 799, S,0.L s - 60, 65, 68, 
~'IS - 16, 23, 29, 37. GEl'IS - 'i!l9, 359, 364, 433. 
B.F. LillRARY 1st series - 237 King Cricket, 334 The Jungle Patro l, 
383 After Lights Out. 4',7 Adventure Crook , 
lit . ROBOO WILSO!I, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GU.S::OV, N .1. 

* * • * • 

Yori:: Duplicating Servic es , 12.1. Tho Shambles , Yolk , England. 


